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extend beyond the sight. There is nothing milder
than the climate, which scarcely counts two months
of winter. The productions of Europe, and espe-
cially the grains, grow much better than in many of
the cantons of France. It is the Touraine and
Beauce of Canada. Moreover, we should regard
Detroit as one of the most important posts of the
Colony. It is conveniently situated for furnishing
aid to Michilimakinak, to the St. Joseph River, to
the Bay, to the Miamis, Ouiatanons, and to the
Beautiful River, supposing that settlements be made
thereon. Accordingly, we cannot send thither too
many people; but where shall we find men therefor?
Certainly not in Canada. The colonists whom you
sent there last year contented themselves with eating
the rations that the King provided. Some among
them, even, carried away by their natural levity,
have left the country and gone to seek their fortune
elsewhere. How many poor laborers in France
would be delighted to find a country which would
furnish them abundantly with what would repay
them for their industry and toil.

The Fort of Detroit is a long square; I do not
know its dimensions, but it appeared large to me.
The village of the Hurons and that of the Outaouas
are on the other side of the river,— [where, father La
Richardie told me, the rebels were beginning to
disperse, and the band of Nicolas was diminishing
day by day. We had asked news about him, when
upon the Beautiful River;] and were told that he had
established his residence in the neighborhood of
lake Erie.*

We left Detroit on the gth of October, and on the
1gth arrived at Niagara. I took the altitude twice



